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ANNEX 1

PLANNING & REGULATION COMMITTEE REPORT FROM 1 JULY 2002

Application No: W.04/02 (detailed/conservation area)

Construction of a 6.1m wide road, 400m long linking Welch Way and Burford Road/Mill Street, Witney including footways and a cycleway, provision of access to three adjacent areas of land for redevelopment which include housing, recreational, community and employment uses (not part of this planning application), closure of eastern end of Dark Lane to vehicular traffic, traffic light controlled junctions, street lighting and landscaping, corridor of land between Welch Way and junction of Dark Lane with Burford Road/Mill Street, Witney, Oxon

On 20 May 2002 the Planning & Regulation Committee (Minute 35/02 refers) deferred determination of application W.04/02 pending investigation into the provision of a cycleway on the eastern side of the proposed road (the report and schedule of addenda to the 20 May 2002 meeting are appended at Annex 2).

As submitted the application for the southern section of the West End Link Road proposed a shared footway/cycleway on the west side of the road and a footway only on the east side (Option 1 in Annex 1 to the July report page 9 of this report).

Investigations have been carried out and it would be possible to provide on-carriageway cycle lanes on both sides of the road (Option 2 in Annex 1 to the July report – page 9 of this report).  Overall the proposed highway would be 400mm wider but it can still be accommodated within the application area.

The revised Oxfordshire Cycling Strategy published in August 2001 makes it clear that the first preference is to provide on-carriageway cycle facilities as it avoids the potential mix of pedestrians and cyclists.  I recommend therefore that the Committee support the amended proposal.

Before the amended application can be determined it will be necessary to carry out a 21 day public consultation on the amendments.

If the Committee wish to support the amended application, I suggest they authorise the Assistant Director (Land Use Planning) to approve the application subject to:-

1. his consideration of the results of the 21 day consultation period;

2. first consulting the Chairman and Deputy Chairman and Spokesperson for the leading party if any objections are received, and

3. the conditions outlined in the main report.



Recommendation:

The Committee are RECOMMENDED to authorise the Assistant Director of Environmental Services (Land Use Planning) to approve the amended application subject to:

1. his consideration of the results of the 21 day consultation period;

2. first consulting the Chairman and Deputy Chairman and Spokesperson for the third Political  Party if any objections are received, and

3. the conditions outlined in the main report.

Contact Officer: Mike Robinson




Tel:  Oxford 810431
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West End Link (Southern Section), Witney
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